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Follow-Up To Your Congressional Visits Is Critical

Don't let any Congressional lawmaker or staffer think that NAPS grassroots advocacy is merely a once-a-year activity conducted while you're on the Hill.  If you attended the LTS last week, prompt follow-up on your efforts NOW is critical.

Be sure to send a letter of thanks to each Congressional lawmaker and the staffer with whom your delegation met, thanking them for their time.   If the lawmaker agreed to cosponsor any bill, thank them for their support.  

Before you reference their new consponsorship in your letter, though, check to make sure that they in fact are now registered as a cosponsor.  

To check on cosponsor status, go to THOMAS, the Congressional legislative database, by clicking here <http://thomas.loc.gov/> , then enter the bill number, then click "Bill Summary & Status", then click "Cosponsors."  If they are not registered as a cosponsor, note that and indicate that you are looking forward to their signing-on as a cosponsor.

Here as well are THOMAS links to the NAPS-supported bills:

*
Expansion of the Use of Voting by Mail:  HR 281 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.00281:> , HR 1667 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.01667:>  and S 979 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:s.00979:> 

*
Payment of a Lump-Sum Payment to FERS-Covered Employees for Unused Sick Leave: HR 5573 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.05573:> 

*
Improved Tax Treatment (Premium Conversion) for Retiree Payment of Health Benefit Premiums: S 773 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:s.00773:>  and HR 1110 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.01110:> 

*
Protection of the Federal Employment Rights of Military Veterans: HR 728 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.00728:> 

Vote by Mail Video and FAQs   If you visited with a Congressional lawmaker or staffer who requested further information about how voting by mail works, send them an email and refer them to the website of Multnomah County, Oregon, which has successfully implemented voting by mail.   On the Multnomah County website appears  the Vote by Mail video, shown during the NAPS legislative conference, and answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs) about voting by mail: 

The Vote by Mail Video, produced by the Elections Division of Multnomah County:  

http://www.mcelections.org <http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/election_information/voting_in_oregon.shtml> 

http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/election_information/vbm_options.shtml
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions about Vote by Mail
  http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/election_information/voting_in_oregon.shtml
<http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/election_information/vbm_options.shtml> In 1998, Multnomah County, Oregon voters passed a ballot measure directing all elections to be conducted through Vote by Mail.  Instead of using traditional polling places where voters go to cast ballots on election day, a ballot is mailed to each registered voter.  Each voter then returns it to the county elections office and it's counted on Election Day.

FERS Sick Leave Info for Congressional Offices  If you visited with a Congressional lawmaker or staffer who requested further information about the need for an incentive, like a lump-sum payment, to encourage FERS-covered employees nearing retirement to use less of their earned sick leave (or otherwise lose it), send them an email and refer them to the Congressional Research Service report, "Sick Leave: Usage Rates and Leave Balances for Employees in Major Federal Retirement Systems", updated August 29, 2007.  

The CRS report is on the NAPS website at:  http://www.naps.org/Legislative_News/CRS-RPT_SickLeaveUsage_08-29-07.pdf
Report Back on Your Congressional Visits  If you attended the LTS and have not turned in your visit Congressional visit feedback forms, please mail or fax it (703-836-9665) to NAPS Headquarters, Att: Louis Atkins.  The NAPS HQ address is: 1727 King Street, Suite 400, Alexandria, VA  22314-2753. 

We Want Your Congressional Visit Photos for The Postal Supervisor 

If you attended the LTS and have good digital photo(s) of your LTS delegation’s visits with any House Members or Senators you visited, we want  to include them in the coverage of the LTS in the next edition of The Postal Supervisor magazine.  

Please send one or more of your Capitol Hill photo(s) to Ray Martin at: r.martin85@comcast.net <mailto:rmartin85@adelphia.net> .  We’ll try to include as many photos as possible.  

Please be sure to send along information that identifies the people in your photo, by left to right, along with their pertinent NAPS titles.

Are You in the LTS Picture? 

Speaking of photos, NAPS’ official photographer, Dave Scavone, captured a number of NAPS delegates in photos he took during the LTS proceedings, and those photos are available for purchase from Dave.  

To review the LTS photos, go to:   http://www.scavonephoto.com/napslts2008/ <http://www.scavonephoto.com/shoppingcart.html>  

Contact Dave Scavone at davescavone@comcast.net for photo prices and ordering information.

Vote by Mail Bill Approved by House Committee

NAPS achieved a legislative victory during the legislative conference last week when the House Administration Committee approved the "Universal Right to Vote by Mail Act, <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.00281:> " HR 281 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.00281:> .  

During their meetings on Capitol Hill, NAPS leaders had urged House lawmakers, and especially Members of the House Administration Committee, to support thevote by mail  measure, sponsored by Rep. Susan Davis (D-CA) <http://www.house.gov/susandavis/> .  The legislation would ensure that all Americans have an equal opportunity to vote by mail in federal elections for any reason.   

Currently, there are twenty-two states that restrict an eligible voter’s ability to vote by mail, also know as absentee voting.  These states restrict vote by mail privileges to certain categories of people, including the elderly, individuals with disabilities or an illness, or those in the military.   The legislation approved by the House Administration Committee last week would require those twenty-two states in federal elections to permit a person to vote by mail by absentee ballot, for any reason.

In a letter to the House Administration Committee <http://www.naps.org/Legislative_News/HR-281_Endorsement-ltr_04-01-08.pdf>  endorsing the measure, NAPS President Ted Keating said, "Twenty-eight states already have proven that voting by mail works and that the mail is safe and secure.  It is time to give voters in the remaining states the same convenient, secure and affordable alternative.  Without such legislation, an uneven playing field will continue to exist between states that offer the option of mail-in ballots and states that do not.  When the same election is more accessible to voters in one state than it is to voters in another, that system is unherently unfair."

The voice vote approval of the bill by the House Administration Committee sends the measure to the full House for a floor vote.  Two amendments were added to the bill prior to Committee approval.  One amendment extended the effective date of the bill until 2010 to give states time to conform to the new law.  The other amendment required the implementation of a signature verification system, a security measure which is already used by many states that allow no-excuse absentee voting.

The sponsor of the vote-by-mail measure, Rep. Susan Davis, said in a press release <http://www.house.gov/susandavis/press/pr040208vbm.shtml> , “This straightforward bill would simply give any eligible voter the option of voting by absentee ballot,” said Davis, a member of the committee.  “No longer would an antiquated patchwork of state laws prevent voters from voting because they have work, family or other commitments.  We will level the playing field by allowing voters in the states that do not have No Excuse Absentee Voting to catch up to the twenty-nine that do."

Obama Wins NAPS Straw Poll Vote

Democratic candidate Senator Barack Obama won a presidential straw poll of NAPS leaders, conducted during the legislative conference last week.  435 NAPS members participated in the unscientific straw poll.  

Obama was favored by NAPS members over Senator Hillary Clinton by a 12-percent margin.  Both Obama and Clinton bested Republican presumptive nominee Senator John McCain by significant margins, with Obama receiving a slightly larger nod.  
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